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In Lhe ‘wake of one of the muost
devaslating nalural disaslars since (ha
Dacamber 2004 1sunami, thousands of
gansraus individuals nalionwide have
alfarad lime, monay, and supplies (o the
wiclims al Hurricans Kalrina, Devialing
slightly Iroan the fraditional forms of aid,
acupuncuns has amerged as a popular
methad of reatmenl for disaster viclims, and
Agupunclurists Withoul Bordars (AIWE] is a program
allemipling La bring this healing practice Lo (hosa in naad.
Qrganized by Diana Fried 79 in response to 1he Gull arsa
hurricanes, AWE has since expanded 1o include hundrads of
walunlssrs, among them Bavwdain grads Jordan Wan Vioas!"81 and

Fried's collega raprmmale and bast friend, Cynthia Naipris 79,

Fried's decisian Lo inlroduce acupunclure a8 a lorm ol therapy lor viclims o
Hurricans Kalrina was nol antirely unprecedented. Trealmenl was alfered 1o thase
alfectad by 211 and has since been enlhusiastically wlilized by many Americn
saldiers and membars of he Mational Guard. Friad fownd thal, whenewer she wand,
paople ‘wers inferasted in larming more aboul (ke techaigue. “Alar Hurricans Bakring,
Mhe lime was rsally right 1o bring acupunciure into ihe public aya,” she said. Run
efilirely by voluntears and Tunded by donations, membars of AVE Iravalad Lo Naw
QOrleans and =21 up lanls oulside bus slations, in parking ks, and in local community
canbres. Survivors baimg transported to (hase localions from devasialsd arsas such as
h= Ninth 'Ward weere gregled with the eppartunity 1o lal ga of their smalions, al a lima
whan stres= was al its highas! (Ihe purposa of the neadles and their plcsment is o
rebeaze amodions thal would olbarwise remain within the body).

Far thesz thras Bovdain volunteers, warking with victims of Hurricang Kalrina has
baan g rewarding step on the pathway 1o achieving larger goals. Jordan Van Voas)
spaaks lor many whan be describad Ris mission of devalaping a neleark of trained
acupunclurists ready 1o respond to disasters amd help improve health cre in third
warld commundlies. Fried adds thal parl of AWE's mission & Lo changa the couniny's
currand policies loward acupunciure, which he suggests fail 1o recognize i as a
legitimala lorm of heallheare, “Whal people donl realize & thal we can do [1hings]
thal are beyand modern madicine—Lthe spiritual a5 well a5 the physical ®

Far 1he lime bsing howevar, all thrae alumnai are gratelal for heir ability 1o help
thasa in need in 2 way 1hal mighl otherasa nol be available. YanWaas! describss
AWE'S work as “owr answer Lo a wiorkd which seams delinad in the mainsiream media
by negalives—war, crime, violence, corruplion, apathy, and a long list of similar
allribudas.” Their work has baen bath inspiring and challenging, and all wolunlesrs
must carafully maondlor (Beir cwn haalth Tor signs of secondary traurma and Laligue.
Fried acknowdedpes thal because ol 1he sense ol urgancy allached Lo Their work,
walunlssrs pdlen nagles thair o'an needs.

Far harsell, Fried ciles Yan Woast and Neipris as her “constant scurca[s] of moral
suppor,” and Bey, in larn, have nothing bul gead things 1o say aboul heir leader,
"[Diana) i a visionary, wilh the slrangth of purpasa and integrity 1o move mounfains”
say's Meipris. Tha threa will continue Lo wark togathar in Bopas ol bringing Beir
program 1o the inlemational el saeacuwithoutbordars.org.
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Linda Dhurfee e-mailed: *1 was delighted 1o
have a reunicn last year in Morgantown,
West ¥irginia, with Franklin Burroughs. As
the 2004 Virginia Burs Swrm Writer-in-
Residenae W Virginta Universiy, he
spent several days here working with 12
creative-writing studenits. Frank and | met
are maming, for breakfast and 2 walk on
the rail trakl than parallels the Moneagahela
River. Iv was & pleasure 1o see i again
afier nearly 3 vears, and 1o 1alk ahous
writing, libraries, politics, cur umilies,
heing a parent, and Bowdomn Friends!”
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‘Chip and Denise Griffim are actpeely
involved in supparting Hanley Denning
"2 and Sale Passage. Thip and dasgher,
Beray 09, trveked to Gusternala this past
June,

Robert Crwens e-mailed: "Rode my hike
o the Twmn Cities marathon with my
Bowdein swestshir and Bewdom hockey
Fat 1 chet on Joan Beneit Samoelson
T, bun she's sl woe fas—I1 missed her ar
thiree locations!”
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